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V. 21—22. w1 mom w1 Inasmuch as God answered Moses's
complaint in the urgency of the moment, simply by the charge to pick out

I

the elders and attached the injunction thereto to tell the people they would -

receive satisfaction on the next day, he could well take it that the appoint-
ment of the elders was itself the means to give that satisfaction, and that
he, with the assistance of the new executive board, was to attend to the

feeding. of the people. He could believe that this feeding of t le
was the first task to which the seventy men were Lo fendcr him assistance.

The immediate urgency was to ‘satisfy the people, the lack of assistance
of which Moses complained was a matter for the future and if it had
{{ no connection with satisfying the immediate outcry then he would have
expected the provision of meat to be seen to first, and then the election
of the eciders. So that Moses must have assumed that this provision was
expected to lie within_the sphere of the ordinary duties tor im e
elders to atfend fo from Wd hence
(G his amazed <y W DR 0O K SDS RYBR AONY, is not an ackual
quotation of what God said, but the implication contained in it. “Thou
sayest, I should etc.”. Similarly to mOw PAR mMTYR WP 37 opIR :
“God spake in His Sanctuary, 1 shall be happy, 1 shall divide Schechem™.
(Ps. LX,8) ~— "3V jR¥7. — 1% and W3 require mmw but for fish simple
U mor suffices (Chulin, 27b).
V. 23, =xpn ‘a7 It does not say here, as it does in Gen.
XVIIL14 121 ' %, for Moses quite correctly recognised that here
there was no question of a miracle to occur, in which case there would not

have been e slightest doubt of its result, in his mind. But he imagined that'
VB he was dircted to the sphere of the national sources at his disposition
and therefors asked for 2 solution of the apparent impossibility. To which
he was giver: the reply that, without resorting to miracles, God's Powes
was quite suff jent to be able to bring about what was demanded by His
words out of &2 sphere of the quite natural existing conditions. TP (see
| on Gen. XXIV,12): whether My Word, although it seems quite beyond
what you can ekpect, will not actually come to pass. This T exactly
designates the coming event as being something which cestainly does lie
quite out of hum:n reckoning or expectation, but nevertheless occurs by
quite natural mear, from causes which are directed by God to accomplish
17(t,the intended resal’
When we cansider that by the election of the seventy elders to help
Moses in the directisg of the nation, the institution of the Sanhedrin was
founded (Sanhedrin Ja and 16b) which thranghout ali the coming centuries,
directed its people in the most varied conditions to which God led them,
(.{ [and which was to be the messenger of the Word of God even in times
when Moses had long departed this world, and no public miracles would
occur to support the realisation of God's word: then the whole character
of this event — its improbability even in the cyes of Moses at the moment
when he had to deliver God's message to the people; its being fulfilled
‘{[{within the realm of natural existing conditions, only these conditions being
directed by God to accoraplish His purpose — <an be understood in its
deep relationship to this election: of elders. This also gives us the reasnn
why the election had to precede the event, which, after all, had the purpose
of “satisfytHg 4 temporary requirement Of the Feople. Well could, and can,
%> 2l furare TTIpT of the Jewish people, whenever they had, and have to stand
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W per

| up for the Word of God in times when, according to all human reckoning,
the conditions See. K piter o subport 1o the Tezllsatlon Of the WoId tl'l@'
have to represent, well could, and can, they always look b o thi _
morment of the election of the first Jewish B2ptT and imbibe confidence _and
fecl assured that, as long as the word the

R SENT Do TRD By R rmxm_[
WAPDI L PETIRA D Y

SEPD Y5 wUN BTIMRR P M IR

: ey _bring_an: sent_is fruly e . sty -

the Word of God, they can quietly ‘rust to the invisible management MY WY IPPD VRM PP '-'3“535'7.;
God which even without heaven and earth collapsin uite within _the
sphere of matural causes, thoug completely beyond the reckoning of human
shWanmge circumstances favourably to bring

dvout the realisation of their words. The first event in which they had to assist
hole of their future work.
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